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(57) ABSTRACT

A joint connector extending structure includes first and sec-
ond connector terminals, first and second housings for hous-
ing the first and second connector terminals, and a joint con-
nector configured to fit in first and second cutouts of the first
and second housings laid on top of one another to engage with
male contacts of the first and second connector terminals
housed in the first and second housings thereby to conduct the
first and second connector terminals and integrate the first and
second housings.
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1
JOINT CONNECTOR EXTENDING
STRUCTURE AND JOINT CONNECTOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
135565, filed on Jun. 15, 2012, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a joint connector extending
structure and a joint connector, and particularly to a joint
connector for integrally connecting housings laid on top of
one another.

2. Related Art

There is proposed, in Patent Literature 1, that connector
terminals are arranged at ends of a plurality of electric wires,
respectively, and the connector terminals are mutually con-
nected thereby to secure conductivity between the electric
wires.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, each connector terminal 301 may
be inserted and housed in a connector terminal housing 305
provided with as many housing holes 303 as the connector
terminals 301, thereby connecting the electric wires. In FIG.
1, TD indicates a traverse direction, LD indicates a longitu-
dinal direction, FRD is a forward/rearward direction, FR
indicates a forward side, and RR indicates a rearward side.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 2007-87810 Publication

SUMMARY

The housing 305 made of resin cannot be easily changed in
the number of housing holes 303 provided thereon. Thus,
when more connector terminals 301 than the housing holes
303 provided on the housing 305 are mutually connected,
another housing with a different specification (that is, with
more housing holes) is required.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a joint
connector extending structure and a joint connector capable
of mutually connecting more connector terminals without
changing the number of housing holes for housing the con-
nector terminals on a housing.

A joint connector extending structure in accordance with
some embodiments includes: a plurality of connector termi-
nals each having a main body and a male contact protruding
from the main body at one side of a traverse direction of the
main body; a first housing for housing a first connector ter-
minal of the plurality of connector terminals and having a first
cutout through which the male contact of the first connector
terminal housed in the first housing is visible; a second hous-
ing for housing a second connector terminal of the plurality of
connector terminals and having a second cutout through
which the male contact of the second connector terminal
housed in the second housing is visible; and a joint connector
configured to fit in the first and second cutouts of the first and
second housings laid on top of one another to engage with the
male contact of the first connector terminal housed in the first
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housing and the male contact of the second connector termi-
nal housed in the second housing thereby to conduct the first
and second connector terminals and integrate the first and
second housings.

Each of the plurality of connector terminals may have a
female contact inside the main body, the first housing may
house the first connector terminal and a third connector ter-
minal of the plurality of connector terminals adjacently in the
traverse direction, the male contact of the first connector
terminal housed in the first housing and the female contact of
the third connector terminal housed in the first housing may
be engaged with each other to be conducted, the male contact
of'the first connector terminal housed in the first housing may
be positioned at one end of the traverse direction of the first
housing, and the male contact of the second connector termi-
nal housed in the second housing may be positioned at one
end of the traverse direction of the second housing.

A joint connector in accordance with some embodiments is
used for laying and jointing on top of one another a first
housing and a second housing. The first housing is for hous-
ing a first connector terminal of a plurality of connector
terminals each having a main body and a male contact pro-
truding from the main body at one side of a traverse direction
of the main body and having a first cutout through which the
male contact of the first connector terminal as housed is
visible. The second housing is for housing a second connector
terminal of the plurality of connector terminals and having a
second cutout through which the male contact of the second
connector terminal as housed is visible. The joint connector
includes: a first engagement part configured to fit in the first
cutout of the first housing to engage with the male contact of
the first connector terminal housed in the first housing; a
second engagement part configured to fit in the second cutout
of the second housing to engage with the male contact of the
second connector terminal housed in the second housing; and
a coupling part connecting the first engagement part and the
second engagement part. The joint connector installed in the
first and second housings entirely fits in the first and second
cutouts of the first and second housings to conduct the first
and second connector terminals and integrate the first and
second housings.

The joint connector may have a U-shape.

According to the above structure, with the joint connector
extending structure and the joint connector for mutually con-
necting a plurality of connector terminals, more connector
terminals can be mutually connected without changing the
number of housing holes for housing the connector terminals
on the housings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a related housing
and joint terminals;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a schematic struc-
ture of a joint connector extending structure according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section view of the joint connector extend-
ing structure according to the embodiment of the present
invention taken along the plan developing in the longitudinal
direction and in the forward/rearward direction (plan
orthogonal to the traverse direction);

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a schematic struc-
ture of the joint connector extending structure according to
the embodiment of the present invention, which is a cross-
section view near a slit (a cross-section view taken along the
plan developing in the longitudinal direction and in the for-
ward/rearward direction);
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FIG. 5 is an enlarged view of the V-shaped part of FIG. 4;
and

FIG. 6 is a plan view developing in the longitudinal direc-
tion and in the traverse direction (plan orthogonal to the
forward/rearward direction), which is a cross section view
taken along the state where the joint terminals are mutually
engaged in the joint connector extending structure according
to the embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, for purposes of
explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order to
provide a thorough understanding of the disclosed embodi-
ments. It will be apparent, however, that one or more embodi-
ments may be practiced without these specific details. In other
instances, well-known structures and devices are schemati-
cally shown in order to simplify the drawing.

A joint connector extending structure 1 and a joint connec-
tor 7 according to an embodiment of the present invention will
be described below in detail with reference to FIGS. 2 to 6.
The joint connector extending structure 1 comprises connec-
tor terminals 3, a firsthousing 5 (5A), a second housing 5 (5B)
and a joint connector 7 as illustrated in FIG. 2 and the like.
The housing (connector terminal housing) 5 is provided with
housing holes 11 for housing the connector terminals 3.

For convenience of the description, the longitudinal direc-
tion of the connector terminal 3 or the housing hole 11 of the
housing 5 is assumed as a forward/rearward direction FRD,
the forward side of the forward/rearward direction FRD is
assumed as FR, and the rearward side of the forward/rearward
direction FRD is assumed as RR. One direction orthogonal to
the forward/rearward direction FRD is assumed as a traverse
direction TD, and one end of the traverse direction TD is
assumed as TD1, and the other end of the traverse direction
TDis assumed as TD2. A direction orthogonal to the forward/
rearward direction FRD and the traverse direction TD is
assumed as a longitudinal direction LD, and one end of the
longitudinal direction LD is assumed as [.LD1, and the other
end of the longitudinal direction LD is assumed as LD2.

The connector terminal 3 comprises a main body 9, and a
male contact 13 protruding from the main body 9 on one side
of' the traverse direction TD of the main body 9 as illustrated
in FIG. 6 and the like.

The first housing 5 A is formed in a rectangular plate shape.
The connector terminals 3 are inserted and housed in the
housing holes 11 in the first housing 5A. The first housing 5A
is formed with a cutout (such as slit) 15 (15A) through which
the male contact 13 of the housed connector terminal 3 is
visible.

The second housing 5B is also formed in a rectangular plate
shape similarly to the first housing 5A. The connector termi-
nals (different connector terminals from the connector termi-
nals to be housed in the first housing 5A) 3 are inserted and
housed in the housing holes 11 in the second housing 5B. The
second housing 5B is also formed with a cutout (such as slit)
(15B) through which the male contact 13 of the housed con-
nector terminal 3 is visible.

In the present embodiment, the number of housing holes 11
in the first housing 5A is the same as the number of housing
holes 11 in the second housing 5B, but may be different
therefrom.

The joint connector 7 is fit in the cutouts 15 (15A, 15B) of
the respective housings 5 when the housings 5 (5A, 5B) are
arranged on top of one another as illustrated in FIGS. 2 to 4.
The arrangement of the housings 5 (5A, 5B) on top of one
another more specifically means that the second housing 5B
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is laid on the first housing 5A in the longitudinal direction LD
to integrate the housings 5A and 5B.

The joint connector 7 engages (contacts) with the male
contact 13 of the connector terminal 3 housed in the first
housing 5A and the male contact 13 of the connector terminal
3 housed in the second housing 5B to make the connector
terminals 3 conductive, thereby integrating the housings 5A
and 5B.

While the housings 5A and 5B are integrated, the inte-
grated housings 5A and 5B are in a rectangular plate shape
(rectangular parallelepiped shape), and the joint connector 7
does not protrude outside the rectangular-parallelepiped
housings 5A and 5B.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, a female contact 17 is provided
inside the main body 9 of the connector terminal 3. The
housings 5 are omitted from FIG. 6.

As illustrated in FIG. 4 and the like, the housing 5 is
provided with a plurality of housing holes 11 at predeter-
mined intervals in the traverse direction TD. The connector
terminals 3 are housed in the housing holes 11, respectively,
so that the housing 5 houses the plurality of connector termi-
nals 3 side by side in the traverse direction TD.

The male contacts 13 are engaged with the female contacts
17 so that the connector terminals 3 which are housed in the
housing 5 and are mutually adjacent are mutually conducted.

The male contact 13 of the connector terminal (the right-
most connector terminal in FIG. 4) 3 present at one end of the
traverse direction TD among the connector terminals 3
housed in the housing 5 is visible through the cutout 15
formed on the housing 5 (i.e. visible from the outside of the
housing 5).

The joint connector 7 is configured to engage with the male
contact 13 of the connector terminal 3 present at one end of
the traverse direction TD of the first housing SA and the male
contact 13 of the connector terminal 3 present at one end of
the traverse direction TD of the second housing 5B.

The connector terminal 3 is manufactured by forming, for
example, a plate-shape metal material into a predetermined
shape and bending the material formed in the predetermined
shape.

As illustrated in FIG. 2 and the like, an outer shape of the
connector terminal 3 substantially has a square pillar shape.
The connector terminal housing 5 is present on the forward
side FR in the forward/rearward direction FRD of the con-
nector terminal 3 (more specifically, keeps a predetermined
proper posture at a predetermined proper position away from
the connector terminal 3), and then the connector terminal 3 is
moved toward the forward direction FR so that the connector
terminal 3 is inserted and housed in the housing hole 11 in the
connector terminal housing 5 and is integrally installed in the
connector terminal housing 5.

The connector terminal 3 comprises the main body 9, the
male contact (male terminal part) 13, the female contact
(female terminal part) 17, and a slit (side slit) 21 as described
above.

The main body 9 is formed in a rectangular tube shape. The
main body 9 in a rectangular tube shape comprises four side-
walls each formed in a rectangular plate shape (a first sidewall
19A, asecond sidewall 19B, a third sidewall 19C, and a fourth
sidewall 19D).

The first sidewall 19A is positioned on one side of the
traverse direction TD ofthe main body 9. The second sidewall
19B is opposite to the first sidewall 19A and is positioned on
the other side of the traverse direction TD of the main body 9.
The third sidewall 19C is positioned on one side of the lon-
gitudinal direction LD of the main body 9. The fourth side-
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wall 19D is opposite to the third sidewall 19C and is posi-
tioned on the other side of the longitudinal direction LD of the
main body 9.

The male contact 13 protrudes on one side TD1 of the
traverse direction LD from the first sidewall 19A of the main
body 9. The male contact 13 is formed in a plate shape, for
example, its thickness direction is the longitudinal direction
LD, it is positioned in the middle of the main body 9 in the
longitudinal direction LD and is positioned on the forward
side FR of the main body 9 in the forward/rearward direction
FRD.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the female contact 17 is provided
inside the main body 9. The female contact 17 comprises an
abutment part 23 and a spring 24. The abutment part 23 is
formed to protrude inward from the third sidewall 19C of the
main body 9. The spring 24 is formed to protrude inward from
the fourth sidewall 19D of the main body 9. Thereby, the
abutment part 23 is positioned on one side of the longitudinal
direction LD and the spring 24 is positioned on the other side
of the longitudinal direction LD.

The slit 21 is provided on the second sidewall 19B of the
main body 9. The slit 21 is positioned in the middle of the
main body 9 in the longitudinal direction LD, and extends in
the forward/rearward direction FRD from the front end of the
main body 9 (the second sidewall 19B) toward the rear end by
apredetermined length. The slit 21 does not penetrate through
the second sidewall 19B.

A value of the width of the slit 21 (a dimension in the
longitudinal direction LD) is tapered to be larger from the
front end toward the vicinity. The value of the width of the slit
21 at a part other than the tapered part is larger than a value of
the thickness of the male contact 13 (a dimension in the
longitudinal direction LD). The slit 21 is positioned at the
same position as the male contact 13 in the longitudinal
direction LD. That is, the center position of the slit in the
longitudinal direction L.D matches with the center position of
the male contact in the longitudinal direction LD.

The connector terminal 3 is provided with an electric wire
connection part 25. The electric wire connection part 25 pro-
trudes toward the rearward side RR from the main body 9.

The electric wire connection part 25 comprises a conduc-
tive wire holding part 27 for holding a conductive wire of the
electric wire 43 whose cover is removed and exposed, and a
cover holding part 29 for holding the cover of the electric wire
43. The conductive wire holding part 27 and the cover holding
part 29 are fastened to each other thereby to be integrally
installed on the end of the electric wire 43 and to hold the
electric wire 43 (not illustrated).

As described above, a plurality of housing holes 11 are
provided so that a plurality of connector terminals 3 are
arranged side by side in the traverse direction TD in one
connector terminal housing 5 at the same time. The arranged
connector terminals 3 are mutually engaged (mutually con-
tacted) to be conducted. Further, the adjacent connector ter-
minals 3 arranged in the connector terminal housing 5 side by
side in the traverse direction TD are mutually contacted to be
conducted.

With a more explanation, when a plurality of connector
terminals 3 are arranged in the connector terminal housing 5
side by side in the traverse direction TD at the same time, for
the mutually adjacent connector terminals 3, the male contact
13 of one connector terminal 3 is engaged with the female
contact 17 of the other connector terminal 3 so that the mutu-
ally adjacent connector terminals 3 are conducted (see FIG.
6).

That is, the male contact 13 of one connector terminal 3 is
sandwiched between the abutment part 23 and the spring 24 in
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the female contact 17 of the other connector terminal 3 due to
an energizing force so that the male contact 13 of one con-
nector terminal 3 is accurately engaged with the female con-
tact 17 of the other connector terminal 3.

When a plurality of connector terminals 3 are arranged in
the connector terminal housing 5 side by side in the traverse
direction TD at the same time, the male contact 13 of one
connector terminal 3 present at one end of the traverse direc-
tion TD is not adjacent to a connector terminal 3 and thus is
not engaged with the female contact 17.

When a plurality of connector terminals 3 are arranged in
the connector terminal housing 5 side by side in the traverse
direction TD at the same time, the female contact 17 of one
connector terminal 3 present at the other end of the traverse
direction TD is not adjacent to a connector terminal 3 and thus
is not engaged with the male contact 13.

When a plurality of connector terminals 3 are arranged in
the connector terminal housing 5 side by side in the traverse
direction TD at the same time, the male contact 13 of the
connector terminal 3 passes through a throughhole (not illus-
trated) provided on a partitioning wall of the hosing 5 (a
partitioning wall provided between the housing holes 11) to
be engaged with the female contact 17 of the connector ter-
minal 3 installed in the adjacent housing hole 11.

The joint connector 7 is used for laying the second housing
5B on the first housing 5A and mutually jointing them as
described above. The joint connector 7 comprises a first
engagement part 33, a second engagement part 35 and a
coupling part 37, and is formed in a U-shape (see FIG. 2 and
the like).

The first engagement part 33 in the joint connector 7 fits in
the cutout (slit) 15A of'the first housing 5A to engage with the
male contact 13 of the connector terminal (the closest con-
nector terminal to one end TD1 of the traverse direction TD)
3 housed in the first housing SA.

The second engagement part 35 in the joint connector 7 fits
in the cutout (slit) 15B of the second housing 5B to engage
with the male contact 13 of the connector terminal (the closest
connector terminal to one end TD1 of the traverse direction
TD) 3 housed in the second housing 5B.

The coupling part 37 in the joint connector 7 is between the
first engagement part 33 and the second engagement part 35
to connect the first engagement part 33 and the second
engagement part 35.

When the joint connector 7 is installed in the housings 5A
and 5B laid on top of one another, it entirely fits in the cutouts
15 in the housings 5A and 5B to conduct the connector ter-
minals 3, thereby integrating the housings 5A and 5B.

As described above, the housing 5 is formed in a rectan-
gular plate shape and its thickness direction is the longitudi-
nal direction LD. The housing holes 11 are provided from the
rear end face toward the forward side FR in the forward/
rearward direction FRD.

The connector terminals 3 (the main bodys 9 and the like)
housed in the housing holes 11 are locked on lances (not
illustrated) provided in the housing holes 11 to be fixed on the
housings 5.

While the connector terminal 3 is housed in the housing
hole 11, as illustrated in FIG. 3 and the like, the front end of
the main body 9 of the connector terminal 3 is away from the
front end of the housing 5 and the male contact 13 of the
connector terminal 3 is positioned on the front end side of the
main body 9.

The slit 15 of the housing 5 is provided near one end of the
traverse direction TD of the housing 5 such that its width
direction matches with the traverse direction TD of the hous-
ing 5. In the forward/rearward direction FRD of the housing
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5, the slit 15 extends from the front face of the housing 5
toward the rearward side RR. The slit 15 penetrates through
the housing 5 in the longitudinal direction LD of the housing
5.

The slit 15 leads to the housing hole 11 (where the male
contact 13 of the connector terminal 3 is housed) closest to
one end TD1 of the traverse direction TD of the housing 5.
Thereby, when the housing 5 housing the connector terminal
3 therein is viewed from the forward side FR toward the
rearward side RR, the male contact 13 of the connector ter-
minal 3 housed in the housing hole 11 closest to one end TD1
of'the traverse direction TD of the housing 5 is visible through
the slit 15.

When the housings 5A and 5B laid on top of one another
are viewed in the longitudinal direction LD, the total first
housing 5A and the total second housing 5B are laid on top of
one another including the slits 15.

The joint connector 7 is inserted in the slits 15 and is
engaged with the male contacts 13 of the connector terminals
3 housed in the first housing 5A and the male contacts 13 of
the connector terminals 3 housed in the second housing 5B to
conduct the connector terminals 3, thereby integrating the
housings 5A and 5B.

The joint connector 7 will be described in more detail.

The joint connector 7 comprises the first engagement part
33, the second engagement part 35 and the coupling part 37,
and is formed in a U-shape by punching a plate-shape metal
material.

A tip end of the first engagement part 33 is provided with a
slit 39. A width of the slit 39 is substantially constant, but a
pair of semicircular convex parts 41 is formed at the inlet of
the slit 39 so that the width of the slit 39 is narrower at the inlet
of the slit 39.

The part where the slit 39 is formed in the joint connector
7 is elastic.

While the joint connector 7 is inserted in the slits 15 in the
housings 5, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the male contact 13 of the
connector terminal 3 fits in the slit 39 and the male contact 13
is sandwiched by the part where the slit 39 is formed (a pair of
convex parts 41) by a predetermined pressure. Thereby, while
the joint connector 7 is inserted in the slits 15 in the housings
5, the joint connector 7 cannot be easily released from the
housings 5 (the connector terminals 3 housed in the housings
5).

A procedure of assembling the connector terminals 3, the
housings 5 and the joint connector 7 in the joint connector
extending structure 1 will be described herein.

In an initial state, it is assumed that the connector terminals
3, the housings 5 and the joint connector 7 are separated from
each other and the connector terminals 3 are installed for the
electric wires 43.

In the initial state, the connector terminals 3 are installed in
the housings 5 (5A, 5B). Subsequently, the housings 5 (5A,
5B) are laid on top of one another. Then, the joint connector
7 is installed in the housings 5, and the assembly ends.

According to the joint connector extending structure 1, the
joint connector 7 conducts the male contacts 13 of the con-
nector terminals 3 housed in the first housing 5A and the male
contacts 13 of the connector terminals 3 housed in the second
housing 5B to integrate the housings 5. Thereby, the number
of housings 5 is increased thereby to cope with mutual con-
nection between more connector terminals 3. Further, more
connector terminals 3 can be mutually connected without
changing the number of housing holes 11 for housing the
connector terminals 3 (without changing the specification of
the housings 5). Then, the use forms of the housings 5 can be
extended.
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According to the joint connector extending structure 1, the
joint connector 7 is configured to engage with the male con-
tact 13 of the connector terminal 3 present at one end of the
traverse direction TD of the first housing 5A and the male
contact 13 of the connector terminal 3 present at one end of
the traverse direction TD of the second housing 5B. Thereby,
the male contacts 13, which are not used and left when a
plurality of connector terminals 3 are mutually connected by
only one housing 5, can be effectively used.

The above-described joint connector 7 is used, and addi-
tionally the engagement parts maybe provided at the other
ends TD2 in the longitudinal direction TD ofthe housings SA
and 5B to mutually engage the engagement parts and to fix the
housings 5A and 5B at both sides, thereby achieving more
accurate engagement.

The two housings 5 are laid on top of one another in the
above description, but three or more housings 5 may be laid
on top of one another. In this case, the three or more housings
5 may be integrated by forming the joint connector 7 in an
E-shape, or changing the form of the slits 15 provided in the
housings 5, using a plurality of joint connectors 7.

Although the embodiments of the present invention has
been described above, the invention is not limited to the above
embodiment, and various modifications are possible.

What is claimed is:

1. A joint connector extending structure comprising:

a plurality of connector terminals each having a main body
and a male contact protruding from the main body at one
side of a traverse direction of the main body;

a first housing for housing a first connector terminal of the
plurality of connector terminals and having a first cutout
through which the male contact of the first connector
terminal housed in the first housing is visible;

a second housing for housing a second connector terminal
of the plurality of connector terminals and having a
second cutout through which the male contact of the
second connector terminal housed in the second housing
is visible; and

a joint connector configured to fit in the first and second
cutouts of the first and second housings laid on top of one
another in a longitudinal direction perpendicular to the
traverse direction to engage with the male contact of the
first connector terminal housed in the first housing and
the male contact of the second connector terminal
housed in the second housing thereby to conduct the first
and second connector terminals and integrate the first
and second housings,

wherein the first and second cutouts of the first and second
housings laid on top of one another in the longitudinal
direction are in communication with each other in the
longitudinal direction.

2. The joint connector extending structure according to

claim 1, wherein

each of the plurality of connector terminals has a female
contact inside the main body,

the first housing houses the first connector terminal and a
third connector terminal of the plurality of connector
terminals adjacently in the traverse direction,

the male contact of the first connector terminal housed in
the first housing and the female contact of the third
connector terminal housed in the first housing are
engaged with each other to be conducted,

the male contact of the first connector terminal housed in
the first housing is positioned at one end of the traverse
direction of the first housing, and
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the male contact of the second connector terminal housed
in the second housing is positioned at one end of the
traverse direction of the second housing.

3. The joint connector extending structure according to

claim 1, wherein the joint connector has a U-shape.

4. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the joint connector is configured to entirely
fit in the first and second cutouts of the first and second
housings laid on top of one another in the longitudinal direc-
tion.

5. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the first and second housings are laid on top
of'one another and integrated such that the integrated first and
second housings are in a rectangular parallelepiped shape and
the joint connector does not protrude outside the rectangular-
parallelepiped shape of the first and second housings.

6. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the plurality of connector terminals are
arranged in the first and second housings side by side in the
traverse direction at the same time such that the male contact
of mutually adjacent ones of the plurality of connector termi-
nals is engaged with a female contact of mutually adjacent
other ones of the plurality of connector terminals so that the
mutually adjacent connector terminals are conducted.

7. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 6, wherein the male contact of the mutually adjacent
ones of the plurality of connector terminals is sandwiched
between an abutment part and a spring of the female contact
of the other of the mutually adjacent ones of the plurality of
connector terminals due to an energizing force so that the
male contact is accurately engaged with the female contact.

8. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the plurality of connector terminals are
arranged in the first and second housings side by side in the
traverse direction at the same time such that the male contact
of one of mutually adjacent ones of the plurality of connector
terminals at one end of the first and second housings in the
traverse direction is not adjacent to a connector terminal and
is therefore not engaged with a female contact.

9. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 8, wherein the plurality of connector terminals are
arranged in the first and second housings side by side in the
traverse direction at the same time such that the female con-
tact of one of mutually adjacent ones of the plurality of
connector terminals at the other end of the first and second
housings in the traverse direction is not adjacent to a connec-
tor terminal and is therefore not engaged with a male contact.

10. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the joint connector comprises:

afirst engagement part configured to fit in the first cutout of
the first housing to engage with the male contact of the
first connector terminal housed in the first housing;

a second engagement part configured to fit in the second
cutout of the second housing to engage with the male
contact of the second connector terminal housed in the
second housing; and

a coupling part connecting the first engagement part and
the second engagement part,

wherein the joint connector installed in the first and second
housings entirely fits in the first and second cutouts of
the first and second housings to conduct the first and
second connector terminals and integrate the first and
second housings.
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11. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the first and second cutouts are provided
respectively near one end of the traverse direction of the first
and second housings such that a width direction of the first
and second cutouts matches the traverse direction of the first
and second housings.

12. The joint connector extending structure according to
claim 1, wherein the first and second cutouts extend respec-
tively from a front face of the first and second housings toward
a rearward side, and penetrate through the first and second
housings in a longitudinal direction of the first and second
housings.

13. A joint connector used for laying and jointing on top of
one another a first housing and a second housing, the first
housing being for housing a first connector terminal of a
plurality of connector terminals each having a main body and
a male contact protruding from the main body at one side of
atraverse direction of the main body and having a first cutout
through which the male contact of the first connector terminal
as housed is visible, the second housing being for housing a
second connector terminal of the plurality of connector ter-
minals and having a second cutout through which the male
contact of the second connector terminal as housed is visible,
the joint connector comprising:

a first engagement part configured to fit in the first cutout of
the first housing to engage with the male contact of the
first connector terminal housed in the first housing;

a second engagement part configured to fit in the second
cutout of the second housing to engage with the male
contact of the second connector terminal housed in the
second housing; and

a coupling part connecting the first engagement part and
the second engagement part,

wherein the joint connector installed in the first and second
housings entirely fits in the first and second cutouts of
the first and second housings to conduct the first and
second connector terminals and integrate the first and
second housings.

14. The joint connector according to claim 13, wherein the

joint connector has a U-shape.

15. The joint connector according to claim 13, wherein the
first and second cutouts of the first and second housings laid
on top of one another in a longitudinal direction perpendicu-
lar to the traverse direction are in communication with each
other in the longitudinal direction.

16. The joint connector of claim 13, wherein a tip end of at
least the first engagement part is provided with a slit.

17. The joint connector of claim 16, a width of the slit is
substantially constant.

18. The joint connector of claim 16, wherein the tip end of
at least the first engagement part where the slit is provided is
elastic.

19. The joint connector of claim 16, wherein the slit com-
prises a pair of semicircular convex parts formed at an inlet of
the slit so that the width of the slit at the pair of semicircular
convex parts is narrower than a width of the slit at a part other
than the pair of semicircular convex parts.

20. The joint connector of claim 19, wherein when the first
engagement part fits in the first cutout of the first housing to
engage with the male contact of the first connector terminal
housed in the first housing, the male contact of the connector
terminal fits in the slit and is sandwiched between the pair of
semicircular convex parts.

#* #* #* #* #*



